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We congratulate the profession upon the publication
of a work which is calculated to do so much toward a
better understanding of the principles of hospital con-
struction and management, and which must, we are sure,
be received with general commendation, coining from
an author so competent by practical experience for the
task.
The Practitioner’s Reference Book. By Ricaiw J. DUNGLISON,
A. M., M. P. Second, Revised and Enlarged Edition. Phila-
delphia: Lindsay & Blakiston, 1880.
Dr. Dunglison’s work met with such a ready recep-
tion at the hands of the profession, that a second edition
was soon called for, and the author, in issuing it, has
thought best to enhance its usefulness by adding a
large amount of new material, making the present edi-
tion about one-fourth larger than its predecessor.
The new material embraces directions upon the writ-
ing of metric prescriptions, the use of the hypodermic
syringe, the galvanic battery and the clinical thermome-
ter. Diagnostic tables of various diseases are also in-
troduced, and a list of celebrated prescriptions.
For a mere work of rthrence upon many of these
various points, the volume will be found of value, but
the terseness of some of its statements will, unless care
is exercised, tend to mislead some who consult it hastily,
and even do serious harm. For instance, we read on
page 329, without further comment or suggestion, that
“morphia, subcutaneously, with inhalations of five drops
of nitrite of amyl immediately following, have proved suc-
cessful,” in infantile convulsions. On the same page
we read that equal parts of water and solution fern per
chlor. (the amount not stated) injected into the trachea,
just below the thyroid cartilage, dissolve the membrane
in croup, and assists in its expectoration. As a rule,
352 Journal of In8anity. [January,
we doubt the wisdom of the entire class of works of
ready reference, to which this belongs; but, if such
works must be published and sold, we know of none
more calculated to fill its place than Dr. Dunglison’s.
SUMMARY.
-The following notice of the election of Dr. John P.
thay as a member of the Societe M#{233}dico-Psychologique,
Paris, has been received:
MEDIco-PsYcHoLoaxc Socixrv OF PAins,
PARIS, November 30, 1880,
Office of the Secretary General.
Sir and Very Honored Cnfr#{232}re-I have the honor to inform you
that the Medico-Psychological Society of Paris, having unanimously
adopted the conclusions of the Committee appointed to present
your candidature, elected you an associate member at their meeting
on the 29th of November.
I congratulate myself on making this decision known to you;
it adds to our society a savant whose labors are known to us all,
and from whose experience and researches we shall doubtless de-
rive profit.
Accept, sir and dear colleague, the sincere expression of our
lively sympathies, and the assurance of my most distinguished con-
sideration. The Secretary General,
Dr. GRAY. A. MOTET.
EDIToRs OF THE JOURNAL OF MENTAL SCIENCE ON
THE ADMINISTRATIVE DUTIES OF MEDICAL SUPERIN-
TENDENT5.-In view of utterances claiming the en-
tire separation abroad of the medical and adminis-
trative management of asylums, the following remarks
by Drs. Savage and Tuke, editors of the Journal
of Mental &ience, at the last annual meeting of the
British Medico-Psychological Association, are apropos:
